Reading and Literacy Skills  

You may also download the entire Kindergarten Activities volume [1.7MB] in PDF format.     http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforReading/pdf/kinder/kinder.pdf
Clickable Links for these lessons are here:

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforReading/tablek.html

   1. Knows the Parts of Books and Their Functions

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Following text from top to bottom

          * Holding a book and turning the pages

          * Caring for books properly

          * Connecting words with pictures

   2. Begins to Track Print

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Reading from left to right and top to bottom (Lesson 1)

          * Reading from left to right and top to bottom (Lesson 2)

          * Reading from left to right and top to bottom (Lesson 3)

          * Learning where to begin reading on an activity

          * Finding words

          * Recognizing words and the spaces between them

          * Reading from left to right (Lesson 4)

   3. Recognizes and Names All Uppercase and Lowercase Letters

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Finding letters in text

          * Learning that letters make up words

          * Reciting the alphabet

          * Naming letters (Lesson 1)

          * Naming letters (Lesson 2)

          * Matching upper- and lower-case letters (Lesson 1)

          * Recognizing letters

          * Recognizing and naming lowercase letters

          * Recognizing and naming uppercase letters

          * Naming letters (Lesson 3)

          * Matching upper- and lower-case letters (Lesson 2)

          * Recognizing upper- and lower-case letters

          * Reading upper- and lower-case letters

          * Finding letters in other places

   4. Understands That Words Consist of a Sequence of Sounds

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Putting sounds together

          * Listening for sounds in words (Lesson 1)

          * Listening for sounds in words (Lesson 2)

          * Listening for sounds in words (Lesson 3)

   5. Learns One-to-One Letter/Sound Correspondence

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Learning that different words can begin with the same sound

          * Naming letters by their sounds

          * Representing sounds with letters

          * Learning about ending sounds

          * Pronouncing sounds within words

          * Connecting sounds with letters

   6. Recognizes Some Words by Sight

          * Reading words quickly

   7. Connects Information and Events in Text to Real Life

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Connecting concepts and pictures with words (Lesson 1)

          * Connecting concepts and pictures with words (Lesson 2)

          * Connecting concepts and pictures with words (Lesson 3)

          * Connecting words with familiar household items (Lesson 1)

          * Connecting words with familiar household items (Lesson 2)

          * Connecting concepts and words with familiar signs

   8. Listens to/Retells Stories or Parts of Stories

          * Repeating sentences aloud

   9. Listens Attentively to Books Read

          * Listening attentively when books are read

  10. Identifies Words that Are Similar or Different

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Finding similarities and differences in words (Lesson 1)

          * Finding similarities and differences in words (Lesson 2)

          * Finding similarities and differences in words (Lesson 3)

  11. Identifies Words that Share the Same Sound

          * Recognizing words that rhyme

  12. Merges Sound Segments into Words

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Sounding out letters in words

          * Listening for syllables in words (Lesson 1)

          * Listening for syllables in words (Lesson 2)

  13. Rhymes

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Making up rhymes (Lesson 1)

          * Making up rhymes (Lesson 2)

  14. Uses Sounds and Letters to Spell

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Spelling (Lesson 1)

          * Spelling (Lesson 2)

  15. Writes to Express Own Meaning

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Learning to write key words for school

          * Learning new words

          * Speaking in sentences

          * Following text in books

          * Writing messages

  16. Builds a Vocabulary of Words

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Learning about red

          * Learning about orange

          * Learning about yellow

          * Learning about green

          * Learning about blue

          * Learning about purple

          * Learning about brown

          * Learning about black

          * Learning about words that describe spatial relationships (Lesson 1)

          * Learning about words that describe spatial relationships (Lesson 2)

          * Learning about words that describe spatial relationships (Lesson 3)

          * Putting words into categories

          * Learning about circles

          * Learning new words (Lesson 1)

          * Learning about words that describe spatial relationships (Lesson 4)

          * Printing words

          * Learning new words (Lesson 2)

  17. Writes Own Name

          * Writing her/his name

  18. Writes Most Letters and Some Words

      Or select a single activity from the topics below...

          * Practicing writing letters (Lesson 1)

          * Practicing writing letters (Lesson 2)

          * Practicing writing words (Lesson 1)

          * Practicing writing words (Lesson 2)

  19. Knows that Words Join Together to Make Sentences

          * Noticing each word in a sentence

  20. Follows Directions (k87.pdf)

          * Following directions

Book Links

   1. Connects Information and Events in Texts to Life and Life to Text

          * Making connections between things in a story

   2. Retells Stories or Parts of Stories

      Or select a single activity from the topics below

          * Remembering important parts of a story

          * Learning that every story has a beginning, middle, and an end

          * Recognizing the setting of a story

          * Learning what happens in a story

   3. Listens Attentively to Books Read

          * Listening for good reading of books and stories

   4. Correctly Answers Questions about Stories

      Or select a single activity from the topics below

          * Answering "who" and "what" questions

          * Listening to a story and answering questions

          * Talking about your favorite book with others

          * Learning about the library

          * Listening to stories and books and answering questions out loud

   5. Makes Predictions about Stories

          * Using pictures to guess what might happen in a story


 HYPERLINK http://wblrd.sk.ca/~bestpractice/reader/process3.html 

http://wblrd.sk.ca/~bestpractice/reader/process3.html


Rules For Mini-Lessons:

    * should be short (no longer than 10-12 mins.)

·     * should be meaningful to students

· can be with individual student, small groups, or entire class

Here is a list of some possible mini-lessons:

    * rules of readers' workshop

    * how to choose a book

    * how to conference with the teacher

    * giving a book talk

    * difference between fiction and non-fiction books

    * points of view

    * elements of fiction

    * connecting reading material to your life

    * figuring out unknown words

    * making predictions

    * reading at different speeds

    * how to share your book with others

    * foreshadowing

    * similes and metaphors

·     * noticing the dedication

· how characters are described

Reading: Students may be trying strategies that they learned during the mini-lesson or focus on a particular reading strategy that they have set as one of their goals.

During independent reading the students read, respond, and conference with the teacher.

Conferencing: During the independant reading time the teacher should be circling around the class and taking running records. Conferences provide the teacher with an opportunity to assess individual student needs so that instruction can then be personalized for optimal student learning to take place.

Responding: During independent reading time the students may choose to respond to the literature they are reading. They may be discussing their reactions to the book (positive or negative), making personal connections, discussing their interpretations of the story, or commenting on the writer's craft.

During sharing time, students should meet with a partner or a small group to discuss their book. They can discuss a strategy they tried during workshop, something from their response journal, or recommend a book. Sharing time is brief and allows all students a chance to speak about their book.

At certain times during the school

year the teacher may want students                        Booktalks (Rubric)

to share their book with the whole                          Paper Bag Booktalks 

class. The following are great class                        Cereal Box Diorama 

projects where students celebrate

and share their books.

Five Basic Principles For Readers' Workshop

Taken From Atwell, 1987

1. TIME:

    * Students need time to both look through books and also read independently. As the year goes on you can gradually increase the amount of independent reading time.

2. CHOICE:

    * Students must have the opportunity to choose the books they want to read. As the year progresses the students will begin to choose books that appeal to them and also challenge them.

3. RESPONSE:

    * It is important that we give our students the opportunity to respond to the literature they are reading. This can be done though response journals, class discussions, booktalks, or projects.

4. COMMUNITY:

    * It is also important for the students to realize that they are part of a classroom community. Each student is both a learner and a teacher.

5. STRUCTURE:

· During Readers' Workshop it is necessary that a great deal of structure exists. Students need to understand the value of silent reading and the importance of sharing and listening during discussions.

**********

http://quest.carnegiefoundation.org/~dpointer/jennifermyers/settingnorms.htm

    Setting Norms: Rituals and Routines to Support the Workshop Approach

    I spend the first one and half to two months in readers and writers workshop, doing just rituals and routines. In readers workshop, we start off the year with mini-lessons on various topics (many of which we remind ourselves of by using posters hung on our walls): 

        * What is a just-right book?

        * How do you use a classroom library?

        * How do you come to the carpet?

        * How can you be an active listener?

        * What should student behavior be like in a one-on-one conference?

In writers workshop it would be:

        * What is your notebook? 

        * What is your green in-progress folder? 

        * How do you write independently? 

        * What is a draft? 

        * What does the word edit mean?

        * How do you get help, without interrupting a conference? 

        * What should student behavior be like in a one-on-one conference?

    These are things that if you’re in a genre study, you have to have in place if you expect it to run smoothly. I do occasionally need to go back and touch down on these and revisit these mini-lessons, but for the most part the first six weeks is just establishing… it sounds so simple, but, “How do you come to the carpet?”, or “How do you sit on the carpet? How do you listen during a read out loud? How do you participate in an interactive read out loud?” these are things as second graders, they might not have ever seen this before.

    At my school, the K and the first grade are doing a readers and writers workshop as well. But we have a high mobility rate (close to 30%), which has increased each year.  So we have, for example last year, 9 out of my 21 students had never attended Barrett before.  So, I can’t depend on those kids who’ve been through, to train them. They’re just too young. For me, when we’re doing the rituals and routines, we’re still doing work; in writers workshop, they still produce a published piece after we do the rituals and routines.

    I call this time “Living the life of a reader, and living the life of a writer.”  I’ve found every year since I’ve been doing readers and writers workshop, that these kids need it revisited.  Though I can pick out the kids who’ve had it before, it’s like the old saying, “If you give them an inch they’ll take a mile,”  so it really sets the tone from the teacher to the kids, I feel.

    In setting the tone for Readers Workshop, probably one of the biggest influences for me was the book Reading with Meaning; there are lots of comprehension skills in there.  We spend a unit on connections, spend a unit on questions. If I notice that my kids are just not able to identify story elements, then I’ll switch it– I’m not rigid in my teaching, I’ll say, they know how to make connections, so I’m going to save that for maybe the end of the year, and maybe I’ll just only do that for two weeks, because they already have mastered that. When I return to a topic, it's because I’d like to see if they can do it on the book level that they’re reading.  So they might be able to make connections to my read-out-louds, but can they do it on their own?  I want to make sure, I want to be confident when I say they get it. 

 18 Books supporting a craft:

http://writingfix.com/picture_book_prompts.htm
Great books as well as the authors

who wrote them serve as our

mentors and inspiration

􀂄 A good reader identifies which kinds of strategies work for which

kinds of text, thus understanding the goal is to always create meaning while reading

􀂄 Using a variety of texts in our minilessons

allows children to see how they have to constantly adjust their strategies

􀂄 The love you show for great literature spills over into the lives of your students

The teacher verbalizes her thoughts aloud while reading the text to the students

􀂄 The teacher models her thinking about the text so the students can see

the strategy applied in context

During the Reading Mini-lesson, we

want to:

􀂙 Make our thinking visible

􀂙 Show children that reading is thinking

􀂙 Show children how to interact with the text

􀂙 Bring forward the process of strategic reading

􀂙 TALK about comprehension

􀂙 SHOW students comprehension

􀂙 Show students that reading is way beyond

decoding the words on the page

